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What is Hard Water?
Water is considered hard when it ha
magnesium ions (two of the salts wh
because it requires more soap to get 
with.  Water hardness can be reporte
equivalent to milligrams per liter), o
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in pumps and water using appliance
be treated with a water softener whic
and magnesium from the water. 
 
Note: Water softeners do not reduce TDS. 

cause hard water, but these ions are repl
leaves overall TDS unchanged. 

 
Additional Resources:
EPA Secondary Drinking Water Regulat
 http://www.epa.gov/safewater/con
World Health Organization Total Dissolv
TDS Fact Sheet 
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 http://www.who.int/water_sanitation_health/dwq/chemicals/en/tds.pdf 
Water Systems Council: Hardness in Drinking Water 
 http://www.watersystemscouncil.org/VAiWebDocs/WSCDocs/1683274HARDNESS.PDF 
Water Softening for Household Water Supplies; North Dakota State University Extension: 
 http://www.ext.nodak.edu/extpubs/h2oqual/watsys/ae1031w.htm 
 
 
 
 


